ECI/CFT are presently evaluating
the coal deposits in their leases in Victoria to understand if there is any commercial value in exploring for Coal bed Methane 

ECI/CFT is keen to supply a low CO2 energy source to the Victorian Community as an intermediate means of lowering CO2 emissions compared to present coal fired energy.  

The methods used by ECI/CFT are greatly advanced from the conventional approach of drilling to fracture stimulate the coals that has been used and abused, particularly in the US and to some extent in Australia.

The industry is well known for taking on challenges to resolve technical and environmental concerns to make acceptable and efficient solutions for all the stakeholders.

ECI/CFT have signed a licence agreement with CFT Technologies (HK) Limited that allows it to use its patented lateral drilling system in Australia.

To this end ECI/CFT are using a lateral drilling system that uses one location to test coal seams many kilometres away in all directions. The location occupied for drilling and production  is about as big as one town sized house-block situated in an acceptable location to all stakeholders- The aim is ideally not to drill any other wells within a 10 km2  to 16 km 2 area covered by each well .

The technical methods employed in the process are drilling a vertical well from the acceptable location , then drilling laterally up to 2 to 3 km in each direction and slightly above or below the coal seams - without fracturing -  and not in any aquifers.

The process gains controlled access from the horizontal boreholes into the coal seams and all gas and water is produced back to the one location at the surface for use and treatment if necessary.

This type of development is planned for coal seam gas in France and is highly acceptable by the local farmers and stakeholders because exploration and development is carried out from the older (and generally abandoned) commercial areas in each village. The advantages to the villages are a local supply of power generation, heating, chilling, and gas supply as well as local employment. 

The French are very conscious of   their world-renown high quality food production and are very protective of their agriculture.  The French government does seek transparency from the coal seam gas operators and the lateral drilling techniques for coal bed methane exploration and production are totally acceptable throughout France.

 Fracture stimulation has been banned in France for two years pending technical and environmental review. 

ECI/CFT are in the process of deciding if the Colac area is suitable in the first instance, but the project needs to be viable before  proceeding to exploration. The coals are generally very thin and not extensive, so considerable doubt exists at present.

ECI/CFT is intent on using the best possible technical and environmental practices to the highest standards and regulatory requirements to ensure all stakeholders are satisfied.

It is also incumbent for stakeholders to seek to be fully informed on the actual technical and environmental process and outcome to make an objective and emotive decision 

